Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



THE GIFT OF 

i,HAVERFORD COLLEGE LIBRARY 

HAVERFORD. PENNSYLVANIA 




a^stm &.®<s<u^^'ii 



THE LIFE 



,'■> 



fini.iawvs BXPSRls^cK, ■ 



I- 
n ANN CURTIES HILL, 
Of BDNGAY, 
OOUWTY or ROrFOLKi 
ueiitt) isxtvattfi, 

I FROM HF.tt niARY. 
- Khn tulnf And r«l ■peaWlk." 
ibt ItMninti iksl mulD, Iftat aMblne In ton. 
Pf* 



t 



SaooDbriagiti | 

PrM<^ nrf Sofd Kg B. Smilh. { 

Jam ninmx, uiAi:«>cnotinH 

K MBTO»,Sfl, 



All. 



i'.H[te'«i'.iKi^\?v^%';s;\ 




aa^^"' &.<s(s<^^^'s 


^m THE LIFE 


^f RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE, 


SARAH ANN CURTIES HILL, 


^L OF BUNGAY, 


^r COUNTY OF SUFFOLK; 


mim isxti-acts, 


^^^ FROM HLIt DIARY. 


WI.H aatgb Hon th. date J 
VllLTUI, ■« IDlliiic inni, Ibc mimi mUuiw. 


^^ ^ 


^K asiIoDtdxlDBt: 

^^^ PHxIcii onif .lufif ig B. Smith. 

^^pUmviT AND D«RTON, OR*rE-CHI»CH >TREeT : 
^H^ WILLIAM DAimN, 58, UOLSOVI HII.L, LONDON: 


^^L 



H^fUrtf.D COLLtGE LiaRAffy 

6irr OF 
^UL 9 1935 



M 




It is a pleasing and interesting task, to 
uonvey to posterity a record of tlie cxera- 
plary walk and fervent miad of the pious 
christian, who has ceased from amongst 
the children of men. The effects of such 
records have been stimulating to the minds 
of surviving relatives and friends. Under 
this impression, the following short account 
is introduced with a sincere desire, that it 
may rest with a blessing on the heart of 
every one, into nliose hands it may come ; 
thai the example it affords may excite others 
to a circumspect walking in all humility, and 
self denial, that they also may attain through 
the mediation of Christ, to a peaceful aod 
happy conclusion ; when the solemn mes- 
senger is commissioned to proclaim, time 

B TUEH SHALL BE NO MORE. 




MEMOIR, &c 



Sarah Ann Curties Hill, the subject Of 
this memoir, was about the IStti year of tier 
age visited witli sickness, which brought her 
very low am) weak in body. Previous to 
this she had attended the meetings of the 
Society of Friends ; the first of which was 
ill 1791, where she met with a minister 
(bc^longing to that people) from America, 
who was travelling through this Land in 
the cause of the (rospd. She mentioned 
this meeting to have been a favored season, 
and it appears her mind was brought under 
u visitation of divine love, from evidences 
she was strengtiiencd to give of a fervenland 
truly devotiouol frame of mind; one strik- 




ing instance of this was manifesed by a 
disposition to religious retirement, and fre- 
quent prayer, when ber pious soul was 
thus favored to feel the spirit of supplica- 
tion ; she used sometimes on these solemn 
occasions to request her younger sister 
who was in consequence of her debilitated 
state of health, frequently with her in her 
chamber and was of tender age, to pros- 
trate herself beside her, whilst thus enga- 
ged in imploring the blessing of heaven. . 



She was very desirous to be found in tbm 
way of her duty, but was also concerned to 
act upon the ground of conviction and not 
merely from imitation of others. She was 
a frequent and attentive reader of the 
holy scriptures, which she justly esteemed 
above all other writings. This dear young 
woman was a bright example of obedience 
to her parents, and of a tender and afiecti- 
onate disposition to all her relatives ; kind 
and affable to her acquaintance : thus b» 
eoming generally beloved by those who4 



knew her. She was a disiinguishcd pattern 
of industry, eren when bodily infirmity 
would have excused her, and it was hec 
delight to be useful to her fellow creatures ; 
her uniform dei>ortment was such as g;aTe 
eridence, that her mind was clothed with 
the beautiful garment of humility, and that 
she possessed the oroament of a meek and 
quiet sptvit. 

She continued aa far as her weak state of 
bealth permitted, to attend the meetings of 
Friends, which was rendered more difficult 
fay her being placed some miles from them. 
It may appear strange to some, who are not 
yet so fully brought under the gospel dispen- 
sation, that she should be willing to encoun- 
ter these difficulties, to attend a meeting 
which was not unfrequenlly held through- 
out in silence ; but her retirement of spirit, 
her deeply collected mind, CTinced, that 
she was become an experimental partaker 
of that " LIVING WATER," which the blessed 
Jesus when at Jacob's well, told the woman 
of Samaria concerning, saying, " whosoever 



10 

"driiiketli of tlie tvaler that I shall give 
" bim shall never iUirst ; but the water that 
" I shall give him, shall be in him a well of 
" water springing up into everlasting life," 
And it was thruugli tlie living virtue uf this 
water, this holy principle of grace and truth 
implanted in her soul, through the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus, that this dear young 
disciple was enabled to worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth, independant of out- 
, ward means ; aud by her own testimony 
there is abundant cause to believe that she 
was frequently favured thus to do. Not- 
withstanding this, she highly valued the 
ministers of the gospel, divers of whom 
occasionally visited the meeting which she 
ultimately became a member of: she also 
acknowledged the benefit she had derived 
from the counsel and encouragement which 
they imparted tu her, ami highly did she 
prize the privilege of being in the company 
of pious friends ; which to use her own e&- 
2>ression9 she called favored opportunities, 
and added she cuuld not be sulhciently 
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tbiinkful for them, and hoped they would 
have a lasting good effect on her miad. 

She nas solicitous that she might be 
fonnd faithful to that, which her judgment 
was convinced was right to attend to, and 
on one occasion she expressed herself thus, 
" I hope I shall be supported in using the 
"single language (as adopted by friends) 
" for I do think it is right ; 1 must expect 
*' it will be a cross to me, it may appear 
"trifling to others, but we must do that 
" which makes for peace in our own minds." 
The following instance will alsu shew her 
sincerity and tenderness of conscience as it 
respects those things in which her peace of 
mind was concerned, viz. Sometime after 
she bad attended the meeting of FricDds, it 
waa observed to her, that she had for seve- 
ral days appeared much dejected, and on 
inquiring the reason, she after some delibe- 
ration, gave the following. " I knew that 
** 1 had for some time been backward 
" in doing what had appeared to me right 
" to do, and it has caused my mind to be 
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her disorder increased upon her so mucli, 
attended with such great weakness, as to 
lead her friends to appreliend slie would be 
very so«n removed from them ; tier mind 
appeared to be preserved in much calmness 
and resignation. Once recovering from 
a long fainting fit, she laid still in a com- 
posed frame of mind for some time, and 
then desired to be helped up; her mind 
being much drawn into silcace, she wished 
those around her to be still,— She tfaeo 
affectionately addressed her relations and 
others present, saying, they little expected 
to see her so far recovered as she was, 
but she believed if she had goue she should 
have been happy, and should she be rais- 
ed from that bed of sickness, it was her 
desire to serve the Lord better, for it was 
the duty of all to serve him in sincerity ; 
she gave tender admonition to her brother 
and sisters individually, one of whom, she 
affectionately advised to be a good girl, and 
attend to what her dear mother said to her, 
not doubting but she would give her good 



advice ; §he intreated her not to give way 
lo the pleusurea and fashions of the world, 
iiitiniatiag the empthieas thereof, telling her 
she was raised as from the borders of the 
grave to speak to her, and hoped it would 
sink deep into her mind. She affectionately 
reminded her father of some past oc- 
currences, and to this she added some 
pathetic, tender advice, and recommended 
him to seek the kingdom of heaven as the 
one thing needful ; observing, having food 
and raiment, it was suflictent-, yet we were 
not to neglect our lawful concerns as con- 
nected with the things of this life. She 
remarked we must each one look to our- 
selves, and advised him to look inward for 
divine assistance ; she hoped what she bad 
communicated would he received in love, as 
it had, she believed, been delivered ; and af- 
fectionately saluted her dear friends present. 
After this she a little revived and observed 
it was contrary to her expectation, to have 
again made one of that dear circle ; slill she 
desired they would be resigned, and rccom- 
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mended her dear motlier (for whom her soli- 
citude was Tery great,} to look inward and 
seek to be retired, e^^prestiiiig a hopeof hec 
beiDg supported and intimated her bumble 
confidence of their joyful meeting bere- 
after. 

Previous to this time, she expressed ^ 
desire to be admitted a member of the Soci- 
ety of Friends, and the impression remain- 
ing with ber, sbe wrote to the otontbly 
meeting of Beccles, (in the compass of 
wbicb sbe resided,) signifying ber appre- 
hension of its being her duty to mako the 
request, tiiougb such was her weakness of 
body, as to render it improbable she should 
recover ; however the meeting acceded to 
bor desire in this respect, and sbe was ac;, 
cordingly received a member, much to Uttfl 
satisfaction and relief of mind. H 

Her disorder continuing strong upon herj: 
sbe h(>oanie (exceedingly reduced, and 
being one evening apparently near her Bnal 
(dose, she desired her father might bo sent 
for, (h« Dot being at home,) nbeo be arrived 



she tenderly and pathetically addressed liim 
in the way of very serious adyice, for a 
considerable time ; which being delivered 
from a deeply feeling mind, and with a very 
aifecting utterance, it was attended with 
much solemnity: she also again addressed 
lier sisters, having their welfare much at 
heart. She was greatly exhausted after thia, 
and ttuuled for more than an hour, and ap- 
peared for a considerable time to be quite 
gone, but she again revived. This was an 
important crisis, in the disorder, for it took a 
very unexpected turn, and in a few days she 
vfitnessed an increase of strength, though 
moch suffering was still her attendant. — 
About two moQths from this time she found 
herself again able to attend meetings, which 
sbe continued to do as long as ability of 
body permitted ; but it was but a few weeks 
bafare her disorder returned and terminated 
ia a decline. The dear afflicted suBerer 
WM favored to contiDue [latiently and 
l|uiet]y hoping, uutil her cliaiige came, 
■Ig^ifying a few days previous, that she 
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hnil only Dm rirer to pass tlirough, and 
Ihat llie great change ^vould be a liappy 
oue to her ; and more tliau once intreated 
her dear mother, (whom she observed to be 
unwiHiug to part with her,)to give her up. 
She was favored with an easy passage, 
quietly departing this hfe without a strug- 
gle, leaving a comfortable evidence on the 
minds of survivors, that she had happily 
closed in with a visitation of tender mercy 
to her spirit, proving that " the grace which 
" had been bestowed, was not in vain." 

She died in theSlst year ofher age, her 
remains were interred in Friends' burial 
grouRd, at Beccles, after a solemn meeting, 
in which divers weighty testimonies were 
delivered (by several ministers of the soci- 
ety,) confirming to the minds of many, that 
the deceased, having entered, by Christ the 
door, into the true sheep fold, was thereby 
become an inhabitant of one of those man- 
sions, which the dear Redeemer went he- 
fore to prepare. 

Having thus traced the steppings of 



this young disciple, through a variety 
of circumstances down to the silent grave, 
we there leave the mortal remains, and hail 
the happy spirit in its flig^ht to the regions 
of undisturbed rest and peace for ever. It 
only now remains to put our readers in 
possession of some of those evidences of 
that vital godliness, which she was the fa- 
vored subject of ; contained in the follow- 
ing extracts from her diary. If on read- 
ing them, there should be discovered any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things, and give all the glory unto 
him, " who worketh in us both to will and 
" to do of his own good pleasure." 



EXTRACTS. 



Ut mind has been tender this afternoon, 
and much comforted. Thou O Lordhasts^d 
thou wilt support tbem that put their trust 
in thee, and look singly unto thee ; O re- 
new a right spirit within me, that I may 
seek thee irith all my heart and with all my 
soul. 

" Delight tkyself in the Lord, and tr«6t 
" in bim," '2 

" Grace be with all them that love ov^ 
" Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity," 

We must (saith the Psalmist,) wait on 
God all the day loDg ; O that I may find 
strength to wait upon him, and be support- 
ed in doing what I think is right ; be it 
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<' Watch and pray, le«t ye enter into 
" temptation." 

I hope O Lord, thou Wilt not leave me to 
niy own iDcliabtions : lead me in the narrow 
way, and keep ifie from temptation. 

My mind is still and comfortable ; it is a 
great favor to esperience our minds drawn 
iUward, and to feel something good. 

I was permitted to day to go to meeting, 
which was a very comfortable one to me. I 
had a sweet hope that I should be sapport- 
e<l through temptations and difBcultiea 
which may surround me. 

Desirous to be kept still and quiet, and 
to be favored with a beam of the difinif 
presence. 

I have been enabled to look inward, I 
hope with a single eye, and 1 tbink I may 
say, striving diligently to find support; it 
is a great mercy that 1, who am so unwor- 
thy should be thus favored, but tbou O Lord 
bast graciously promised (hat " tlicy that 
seek thee early, shall find thee." My heart 



is filled with gratitude for these favors ; m; 
mind is comforted in the hope, that if 1 an 
ubedient to divine requirings, I shall be sup 
ported ant) comforted in every trial aD< 
difficulty, as 1 am earneRtly looking inwar 
to him, " who is the author and iiiiisher u 
"our faith;" "who giveth liberally am 
" upbraideth not," he has said," ask and y 
" shall receive, seek and ye shall find 
" knock and it shall be opened unto you,' 
(in bis name nothing doubting.) 

Oh ! that I may be pressing forward ti 
the land of promise. O that I had more lif 
for the things of a divine nature ! I intrca 
thee, O Lord! to lead and guide me in th< 
narrow way, that leads to eternal life ; J 
hope I shall be one of that few, that happ; 
number, that are striving to enter therein. 

My mind is very low and bumbled, but '. 
am afraid not enough so, for it ia good fp 
us to be humble ; 1 desire to be resigned t< 
what Providence thinks best for m«, shouh 
be be pleased to restore me to liealtli, ! 
should be thankful, but if utlierwi<ic, I lu>|ii 
tu be resigned. 



^M id 

^^B Being iiuwell, and the woather coM, I iVu\ 
^Hfeet go to meetiog to day, I have beeo read- 
^^Ing in Psalmsj " hide thy face from my si 

" and blot out all my transgreasious." 

I am weak in body tliis morning, my miud 

calm and quiet, and I hope acekiiig for 

fiomettiing more substantial than the pleo 

sures of this world. 

»At the house of my friend J. A., I was 
is morning favoured to unite in a religious 
meeting, with S. R. and M. S., (tvho were 
travelling ministers,) the latter spake en- 
couragingly to me : may I be more watchful 
and not so light and trifling, but retire more 
inward. . 

Went to meeting, where I met with ano- 
ther minister, who gave us good advice, 
and exhorted us to be faithful ; 1 am of 
myself weak and poor, but hope to be 
iDgtliened in and through Jesus Christ. 
&t home aloiie this afternoon except my. 
ingest sister, I desire to be Still ia myi 
, do thou O Lord assist mc in sup- 



pressing vain thoughts, which iaterrupt 
and keep back that which U good. 

Went to meetiDg, it was to me a tender 
season, hope I shall not alight these privi- 
leges, but prize and make a good use of 
them, they are more than I deserve, had I 
ouly my deserts, how few, O Lord ! of thy 
mercies would fall to my share. 

I am rather better this morning and de- 
sire to be thankful, I hope I may be restor- 
ed, but if not, I desire to be resigned to 
what thou, O Lord '. of thy inliuite mercy 
thinkest best for me, I would ask forgive- 
ness for my sins, through thy dear Son, who 
died for sinners. 

Very weak in body this morning, but 
my mind has been sweetly and comfortably 
supported, in the hope if I be removed the 
Lord will take me to himself; this world is 
but as a moment compared with eternity. — 
O Lord, pardon all my sins and iniquities, 
and remember them no more, for the sake of | 
thy dear 8od Jesus Christ, who died ( 
the 
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O Xiord guide mo and direct me in the 
narrow pntb, O that I may take uji tny dai- 
ly crosa and fuUuw thee whithersoever ttiou 
goest. 

Qaite alone, [ hope to satisfaction. May 
I be enabled to make some advancement in 
the divine life, more than I have done ; O 
Lord guide and direct me in thy own right 
way, the way to happioess and true peace. 

My mind has this afternoon been favored 
with stillness ; I hope 1 shall be preserved 
in it; how much easier it is to bear afiQiction 
of body, than of mind, but thou O Lord 
canet support under either, it is good to be 
afflicted. 

'* Bless the Lord O my soul, and oil that 
'* IB within me bless his holy name." 

I am better this moruing, may I never 
hiDk it a task to serve the Lord, and when 

• hare an opportunity for retirement^ may 
' embrace it. 

*' One thing have I desired of the Lord, 

* thut will I seek after, tiiat I may dwell in 



" tlie house of the Lord, all the clays of my 
"life, to heboid the beauty of the Lord, and 
" to enquire in his holy temple." 

Lord 1 would ask for the influence of 
fhy holy spirit, to guide and direct me in the 
narrow way that leads to eternal life, though 
few there be that iind it ; but Oh ! that 1 
uiight be of that few, that happy number, 
who will be found wortliy to inherit the 
kingdom, which thou hast prepared from the 
fuuudatioa of the world. I would ask fur 
all, through the merits of thy dear Son, who 
died that we through him might live. I 
know I have nothing of my own to recoM^f 
mend me. '^1 

1 am fearful I should neglect any thing 
which is my duty to do, and this makes me 
low, 

O ! that my soul may prosper and grow 

in grace, and that I may be supported 

through all trials and temptations, so that I 

' may uot disobey thee O Lord ; thus do [ 

^ plead, in the name and for the siikc of thy 
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dear Son, who died for sinners. 1 know I 
do not deserve ttie least of tby favors, but 
thou art a God of tender mercy. 

Trusting the foregoing extracts will be 
JInfficient to convince the serious reuder that 
tbe anthor nas become, " by the washing 
"4)f regeneration, a new creature in Christ 
•* JcHuB ;" HO as in great measure " to walk 
<* with him IN WHITE," to the honor and 
praise of that grace by which she was, what 
she was ; her friends only wish to ad<t as 
a cunfirmatiun, that she was enabled to let 
her "light shine before men." 

J Ti>e I'olIowiDg letter was addressed to bar 
mother, on the occasion of the alllictin^ 
bereavement of this beloved daughter. 




pMv Dear Friekd Hill, 

1 have often thought since 
the decease of thy beloved daughter, that 
Boinething rested on my mind which ap- 
pears as a debt due to her sweet memory^ 
and which I ivisb to express to thee ; her 
exemplary life has beeu as it were imprint- 
I ed on my mind. My earnest desire for her 
I dear connections and tenderest friends, as 
I also for myself, is, that we each may embrace 
the like happy choice with her ; of a self- 
-denying', religious life and conversation, not 
eountenancing the pleasures of sin, which 
are but for a moment, compared with ai£ 
everlasting eternity. 

Mayst thou be frequently enabled to wait on 

that power, which hath hitherto stayed thee, 

and supported thy mind with refreshment 

^otn him : what enjoyment is equal unto 

I theirs that put their trust in the Lord, and 
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look singly unto him } 1 do bdieTe those 
tliat dwell the nearest unto him, let their 
name and profession to religion be what it 
may, will experience the largest portion of 
heavenly food, which alone can nourisli the 
soul. Though thy dear daughter is remo- 
Ted, there remains that sweet unity with 
her spirit, that exists beyond the grave, and 
desires are raised to walk worthy of her 
happy experience, that when time shall be 
no more, we may all meet with triumph of 
joy. 

Thy sincere friend, 

M. H. 



Smilh, Prlnler, W»HlbriHgr. 
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